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That's right, but 
you two also 


. played well! | 


they played so well, a 
they wouldn' 
have 


Idn't 
st, eh?! 


subaki, I know you 
are just tryin’ to be 
nice to them but let's 
be real | 


But you allways 

say that you 
are "the greatest", 

so we could even 

if we were the And second, there are no runner-ups, just 
second best... winners and losers! 


Oh, I guess 
you are the 
one and only 
winner in being 
the shortest in 


our friend group? 
I still think 


that winning 
isn't everything, 
7 the true victory 
SY a is the friends- 
We Le Z 


Hahahah, you really 
believe that?! 


Would you say the same, when fighting a 
deadly enemy? ase | 


Being the protector 
r\_ Of those that can't, 
\ that atleast is my 


his friends he has to be path 
\. strong enough to win 


having the 
weakest SS 

yy, Atleast I 
soul wavelength HH can sense 
attacks in the souls! 
class is a nice 
bonus too! Haha 44} 


Y And yeah, nobody wants 
to lose in a life or death 
situation but that doesn't 
mean that only winning is 

what allways counts 


—— Oh... Right... 
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Rain? Time 
too call ita 
day and go 


\ 
What?! I'm not i“ 
scared of some > 
pathetic tiny 
raindrops! 


Black*Star!!!! 


Let's all run 
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; | Wait, so you 
Kid wanted weren't skipping 
/ something, school 'cause of 
normally that / some super secret 
wouldn't be mission?! 
a reason for / 
me to go out 
in such a 
weather but 
with this reason for 
being the . it Black*Star... 
first time \ 
he decided 
to leave his 
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my room, playing} ot | 
with my old toys! | 


It's not like 
I'm in a rush 
to complete 


I think 

I get it know, 

you realised 

that you can't 

cope with your 
problems by 

hiding in your room 
SO you now want 
the support of your 
friends with your 
worries 


So is this some building game 
where you have to make sure 
that there is the same amount 
of gravestones on each side or... 


Z Z What? Symmetry, 


order? That's just 
boring stuff for adults! 
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Tsubaki, transform! 

This must be some 

kind of evil-doppelganger 
we are dealing with! 


I wish! like this 

I mean dies 
I'm happy saying something 
that he knowing him! 
overcame | 

his OCD 


but... 


Is this all 

|/ — the homework 
you missed? 
We can help 
you with that 


Why do you 
all care about 
some dumb 
manuel, I'll 
win either way 
so why bother 


reading it!!! 
Seems even to dangerous \| |] 
to smack somebody with it t 


If the price o 
loosing is that ; 
step... 


Yeah, it's 

like reading 

the side-effects [yr 
of medicine - 

for chumps! 


So 


SS 


Tchh, we'll 

just figure it out 

while we play, 

why did Maka 

have to infect 

you with being 

some book reading 
nerd... 


I mean, why bother reading 
something that doesn't even 
have pretty pictures? 


Don't be jealous 
just because he 
can engadge with 
literature that 
isn't comic books 
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/ When will you 


dorks get it, 

it doesn't matter 

how much you ' ihe plane 
try, because I'm- . goes boom! 


I'm gonna win! 


If even Patty is so adamant 
about winning, I'll have 
to find a way to somehow 


beat them all... 


Haha, don't 
be crazy Paty! 


Iam and that's \~ 
why I'm gonna 


No no, it's more 


to crush the 


overconfident 


So no more empty words, I'll 
let my actions speak for themselve 


But how... 
I AM a loser... 
If I can't even speak 
infront of the class 
without stuttering, 


how can I not 
mess up here?! 
Against them... 
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Maka, the same person who believed in me... 


| 


thé same person, who because of my fault_-—_———>= 


No! I can't even think about it, 
but if that is the consequence of 
failure... 


Exploit their weaknesses, that Ry einiie Eneard 
something like 


is the first thing you must do (o) | iM y oe ae 
when you are outmatched... | Yip 
Never reveal your capabilities iN LAA I It makes sense, 
unless you know that you can PODWVZA Me li people don't see 


give the killing blow... ZN weaklings as a 
threath... 


; How much stuff S I just have to understand the game, see their mistakes before 
is their in this box? they realise and then act! Easier said than done... 
= , 7 q 
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NO it'st brand new! See, only my 
dad could make such a great game 
combining the best elements of everything! 


All this different stuff... 

Maybe Kid mixed up a few 

different games into the same 
box on accident? 


shut up! 


I don't know... Let's see 


Spinners, cards, 
dice, figurines, 
seems to be a 
bit overkill- 


With cards 
being so 
important 

in this game 
it's going to 
be vital to 
keep a poker 


Liz’ seems to 

be good at it... 
Oh maybe she 
just doesn't care 


I Patty, you are holding 
Ut] em on the wrong side 


Wow these cards 
are so awesome! 


my emotions 
hidden somehow, 
but I'm- 
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...Eh it's time to draw the cards 
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Because I'm allways, a "ball of anxiety" as the others say... 
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Allways worried, that's it! 

To use your flaws to your 
advantage: 
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Are yout cards 
that bad? 


He probably 
is just worried 
about if he 


Just like our missions, we can be anywhere on the globe... 
I think we have 
to choice a starting 
postion for our figures 


So many countrys... Can I deal with getting an overview of it all?... 


nny 
At the end it is just a game, so there rae Ly 


aren't really all countries on it, just 
bigger and more known regions.... 


Blackstar will just pick America to 
show his dominance not thinking 
if it is the best strategy... 


Wi 


Should I place my token first... 
That could seem to SUDICIOUS... Patty likes animals, so she would just 


pick the middle of Africa, Congo, especially 


No I have to predict where they because it has a name that she would 


find silly and say something like "haha that 


would place their pieces, if I sounds like that drum! 
can't do that then the game 
would be lost from the start... 


Kid, his current 
Tsubaki... could lig... Shadossn't behavior may 
she pick Japan, seem to really care be different, but 
just because of about the game... atleast subconsiously 


a sense of honor So maybe she is he has a preference 
gonna just put for the same as 


nd pri n : 
ve iad Hey eeen Boeere nd tt 
as France because 8s and symmetry N 


of all the fashion? is not available... 


Maybe the middle, 
Ah middle east 
I hope... = _ 


A 


Z I like the plane! 


Maka... Even 

— I can 

. teel how she 
is worried about 
Soul... She 
probably wants 
to be close 
‘o him even 

“ in this board 

game as strange 
as it sounds... 
And his family 
currently lives 
in Canada... 


I have to pick.. 


Ah, I didn't know you liked kangaroos! VY Oh, I just wanted | 


to be in a corner 
of the map so I 
feel more safe... 


Haha, classic Crona! 
wa 
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f \s that a six 
Are trick ( or a nine? 


rolls allowed??! } 


This dice 
has dots 
not diggits.. 


Let's just 
roll the 
dice already! 


I need a bad first 
roll so people 

don't focus 

on me from the start 


Haha, how can 
anybody win 
with bad luck 


ZZ, ~ lke that? 


I feel bad for making 
I-I guess Maka think that I 
I basically actually feel bad... 
already lost Perfect for the plan! 
before the 
game began... 


Nonsense, it's still just the start 
of the game, I'm sure you can 
still turn it around! 


My card says, 
you can choice 


My turn... one of 
yours 
hmm.. where No, that would to defend with 


should I start... . 

Fiaves cee just be mean... 
attack card letting 

me engadge with 

anywhere on the 

map... 


Haha then you 
will lose against 


Hmm... how about 4 


Kid, get ready for 
battle! 


Just attack me, 

I'm gonna lose 
anyways so why 
don't make it quick.. 


And so the game went on... 


Careful with 
Can you move in that way? the dice so 
they don't 


fall under the 


Boy, for a \\ 
| 


icensed game 
these cards sure 
ye cheap! 


Safe until. 


F Yeah, whatever )/ umm... should aybe later? 


I play it... 


Who wants to get 

zapped and punched P-please not me! 

at the same time!? I will be close to 
losing if- 


Heh nothing 
new for you 
then! 


Did i ane 


Wavelength match, -fullfils the activation 
it neutralises any requirment of my trap 
soul wavelength card "counter strike" 
attack, including 

yours 


There are 
trapcards 
in this game? 


Yes and that- 


Oh you didn't read 
the rules, no way 
for you to know then... 


Six, not much but if I activate the 
effect of my starting region Australia, 
"down under", that lets me flip numbers 


ounterstrike normally that make sense when flipped... 
deals as much damage 


as my last dice roll... 


It makes nine, meaning that 

I deal the same amount of 
damage, which like you know 
is the same as this rounds 
bonus spiner number... 


But that lets 
me activate 
my other trap 
card, allowing 
me to choice 
on which modifier 
the spinner lands 
on, but only Haha, why would you 


if the modifier is choce that, you think 


a number... that by making your 
attack weaker my 


wrath will not be 
as horrible? 


— That is just nonsense! 


No, because it not only subtracts 1 from 
my 9 turning it into a 8... 


It says 


It also takes 1 away from my "down under" modifier, so in the 
in which a full rotation has the value of 2, meaning it rules. look 
is turned into half a rotation : r as 


Tch.. maybe, 

but a 8 rotated 

just makes a : : F 
on sind Wale Oh but it does make something, a certain 
a rotation just sign... Infinity! 

makes nothing 

so I guess thanks 

for ruining your 

own attack? 


Wait, that 
means... 
Too much atention, I have 


Stupid board y to restore my status qou 
game, more ; 


like boring game! Why is everybody 
staring at him? 


Don't worry 
Black*Star, 
I'm sure you 
will be able 


to come up 
with a better 
pun next time 
when you win 


guess you 
were lucky 
in choising 
a place 

on the 
map that 
only the 


I don't think acoreve 
this will work... , Black Star 
So the fear oe easily 
of it not working | 

will make my 

fake anxiety 

seem genuine! 


I used up 

all my cards... 

I can be defeated 

easily by anybody 
now... 


Yeah lucky... 
I'm known 
for that 
afterall.. 


And if I get 
attacked 
out of 
nowhere, 
the rules 
don't state 
that you 

~ have to 
tell the whole 
truth about 
your defenses... 


You are going down, 
Tsubaki! 


With Black Star out and 
people not having their 
eyes on me anymore, 
I can recover without 


But how? You 
are on the other 
side of the board 


Haha, you forgot that 


the earth isn't flat! Don't 
(aaa: 


(cae nanan SS ecaatane 


But then it still doesn't make sense, you are not in anywhere 
that would connect next too... 


Oh I didn't say I would move like that, don't forget about tunnels! 
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Well even if I 

don't quite understand 
some reason how this works, Iam 
works just ready for the showdown! 
Mere; ales You didn't even try to 
all the precious : 
metal excavations hide your cards so I 


lead to some strange know what to expect! 
places! 


Eh, it's actually 
simple, I just 

hid the card behind 
the others- 


You know the funny thing about giraffes, besides everything, 
is that their neck kind of resembles a number... 


I guess 
but what 


does that- 
But if just turn it a bit... — _ 


The giraffe means 7, like a lucky 
My location bonus seven, so I can spin the funny 


lets me use the wheel too! 
effect of any 

exotic animals, 

so I choice the 

giraffe, and as 

as we now know... 


Normally, that would 
mean that I just lost 


And I landed ~ 
on the "death" 


Space! — "e y 
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But I just happen 
to have this 
usually useless 
card that 

makes things 
you did 

to yourself 
instead go 

to your 
opponent! 


So actuallyyou lost! 


Wait, that can't be true? 


Sorry Tsubaki, 

it says so in the 
manuel, Patty 
must have known 
the rules well 


Because it says, that if you rolled 
an 8 before playing it, you must 

leave the game to do something 

more important with your life 


Some problems 
can't be solved 
that easily... 


That's what happens 
when I trust new 
toys... 


But what if Liz had a devilish plan all along, 
how am I supposed to deal with that??! 


closer 

to the 

endgame... 

T just - ; | Wait is 

ave to that boutique 

closed or 

keep \ open only 

my composure today? 

somehow.. 


Has she 


This closed on 
workdays thing 
is too confusing, 
like how can you 
my plans... be closed when ; 
I need it is called "work 


day??? 
some 


angety Eh, oh yeah 


but this ; : 
sure, just like 


use this card, 
uno or bingo! 
Or what are 
we playing 


It makes you attack any sibling you may have 


Sorry Patty, 
I' guess I 'Il have 
to- 


Who designed 
this messed-up a Hahahaha! 


game? | 


I was waiting I can only play it when I get attacked while 
for this moment! it is in my hand, wath it does is that we both 
role the dice and the one with the higher number 
gets all the cards of the loser who has to leave the 


That sounds kinda 

weird and like not 

really made by 

profesionals but Oh yeah, 
if that means I the catch 
can stop playing this is that I 


: have too 
pupid game sooner... / role atleast 


double of 
what you do 


See, you lost, 
it's impossible for you- 


Patty, I know 

this is just a 

game but it 

is very irresponsible 

to trow everything 

away on a whim like that! 


Patty, don't freak out! 


They split... 
Held up 

by little 
magnets! 


ja, I knew 
there was 
something 
fishy with 
the dice! 


I, 


No! I won't be the old me that can't deal with every little dificulty 
How did she 
know, that 
wasn't even 
mentioned 
in the manual... 
This isn't even 
my poker face 
I can't deal with 
I can't deal 
I can't... 
No I must somehow... * 
But how... 
A person with so 
much luck and intuition 
that she can make 
anything happen... 


If I can't everr-deal with little games like that... Even if it is unfair... 
If the game is broken, I will rebuild it so that I'm the one on top! 


And I attack Maka! 


I got all my sisters cards 
and oh, it is my turn again! 


Heh think you can just go unnoticed and pretend ) Well... 
that you are just playing nice with everyone? To be 


honest 

I didn't 

think of 

any special 

strategy or 

anything 

just the 

usuall safe 

moves, not 

wasting your 

chips, not 

! betting everything 

You are the smartest in the class and with all the books on one thing- 


P with big words you read you must have some secret plan! 


And so a horrible 
battle raged... 


But in the end... 


) 


Perfect, time 

to take you 

out like trash 
when your sister 


It will 
be over 
in a second! 


point and 
no cards 
for self 
defense 


She ended up using most of her cards 
just for this attack... 


I'll protect 
you Maka 


But I still can activate my trap 
card, and it allows me to move 
my figure to any point on the board! 


pathetic 


It's just a game 
relax, so childish! 


ER 


All activation 
requirments 
fullfilled 

and now 

I can 


use 
its effect: 


Haha see, you 
weren't strong 
enough to sacrifice 
everything to win 
and at the end you 
lost her and will 
lose yourself!!! 


So go cry in 

the corner 

like you allways 

do after losing, 
already! 


"This card lets 
all players vote 
if guns sholud 

be removed from 
the game.."' 


hile I sacrificed even 

my own sister just for 

the sweet taste of winning 
in a board game!!! 


Patty must 
have watched 
to many 
weird movies 


All this time, 
how I acted 
during our 
little board 
game... 

It was all 

me pretending! 


Poor little Crona, 

who can't hurt 
anybody and does 

not have the confidence 
to win... 

A briliant ploy you 

all fell in! And 

now I have everything 
just as I wanted! 
Time for me to 

finish this! 


All players... 

That aren't 

guns themselves, 
conflict of interest 
and all... 


NAY 
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ZAR 


Life...or better said Death isn't fair... 


“Hahahahah! I win I win! 
Finally, for once in my 
life! Hahah once in my 


damn life! Who is the 
loser now? Hahahahah! 
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What's with the face? Don't front 
yy, that you didn't notice or is this 
all still part of your evil scheme? 
\\ Heheh guipi! 


Yeah, and all you had to do was start 
acting like your psycho evil manipulative 
witch mother! 


is ae Z 


Maybe you're gonna get some S| MZ i) 

snake magic or is acting like / | | BAN srs 
one good enough for you hehe! if | HAA Dy; dark corner 
ff | a Mi 


so nobody 
sees what 
nefarious 
deeds you 

will plan 

next hehe, 
maybe torture 
and brainwash 
children and 
turn them into 
freaks, eh? 


Some one 
has to 
continue 
the family 
tradition 


talking to 

you! Maybe 
snakes are 
deaf, lets 

ask that 

ugly bookworm 
of yours that 
you like for 
some reason 
or is that 

also make 
believe, so 
you can "strike 
at the right 
moment"? 


Ragnarok, can't 
you see that he 
isn't taking it well? 


Shut up 
and go 
away, 

we and 
especially 
Crona 
have had 
enough 
of you! 


W N \ 
> —— Ss SBN, 
1 Soe) 


<= 


eee 


No, noone 
is having 
fun anymore... 


Ragnarok, nobody 
thinks you are 
joking, please 
just stop with 


Fleeing again? 
Scared of the 

great Black*Star 

or what you coward! 


Yeah we all 
were just 
joking around 
and getting 

a Witt too much 
into charachter! 


Giupi! Don't you 
get what banter 
is, gold digger? 


It’s my fault for acting 
so deceitful today... 


What? Nonsense, that was just 3 oume nck real life! 


But it's time 
to stop Ragnarok 
from “playing around”! 


CHAPTER 9 END 


